
Techno-mobility:  
How technology-enabled distance 
education opened up the world. 



  



Heavy Metal Bands per Capita 



Where? Nokia? 
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How did I get here? 



Personal Narrative 



Child of the 
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School in England 

  



Retail Banking 

Investment Banking 

 



Image source:- http://www.acbm.com/inedits/images/musee-unisys/burroughs-tc500.jpg 

BurroughsTC500 Terminal  



A Moment of Insight! 



http://www.digibarn.com/collections/systems/amstrad-pcw8256/DSC02272.JPG 

Amstrad PCW 8256 



1995 

Left the UK and went 
to Dubai in the United 

Arab Emirates  
 



Dubai 
1990 2003 



Dubai 1995 



Dubai 2013 



Early Days of the Internet 

Many concerns – 
 Not to offend or insult the 
 religion, history and culture 
 of the region 
 



Middlesex 



No Sex Please 



Blocked 



Banned 



Higher Colleges of Technology 



Early Adopters: Shifting Paradigm  



Initiatives 

 Computer Labs     Laptops     Tablets 
 
Wired     Wireless 
 
F2F     Blended     Fully Online     Mobile 
 
Other changes – Coed, Use of Social Media 



Mobile Learning 
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UK Open University 
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Facebook Network 



 
 



Mark Hanna Teräs 
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21st Century Educators 



Moving around 



Finnish Education 

Attribution: - Pasi Sahlberg  http://pasisahlberg.com/ 



TAMK Global Education 



21st Century Educators 



21st Century Educators 

• Pedagogies for the 21st 
Century 

• Educational Technology for 
Learning 

• Assessment and Learning 
Outcomes 

• Multicultural Authentic 
E-Learning 

• Collaborative Learning 
Communities 

• Emerging Trends in 
Education 



Region 





MOOCs in Europe 

http://openeducationeuropa.eu/sites/default/files/images/scoreboard/Scoreboard_March_2015.png 



Low Growth 



Why such low take up? 
• No tuition fees 
• Education considered a human right 
• Everyone benefits from a well educated 

society 
• The focus is on equality not excellence, 

collaboration not competition 
• Education is not a market 
• Education is not ‘broken’ 



Broken Education? 



The ‘Broken Meme’ (Weller) 



Technology in Finnish Schools 

http://yle.fi/uutiset/chancellor_of_justice_slams_uneven_ict_teaching_in_finnish_schools/7857267 
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Technology in Finnish Schools 

http://yle.fi/uutiset/chancellor_of_justice_slams_uneven_ict_teaching_in_finnish_schools/7857267 

“The school has a staff member responsible for pedagogical support who advises on 
using technology in everyday teaching.” 

“….the issue is not simply one of equipment: a proper teaching plan must also be in 
place.” 



Apps and Games 
Forbes  Nov 2013 



Estonia 



Estonia 
E-Voting in elections 
 
 
 
 
 
E-Medical Records 



Future Trends 
• More online courses 
• Greater use of mobile technologies 
• Increasing demand for training and expertise 

in the use of educational technology 
• Greater acceptance of qualifications and 

learning obtained online 
• More authentic use of application of “Open” 

 



Kiitos 
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